[A case of congenital insensitivity to pain with destructive arthropathies of the limbs and spine. Discussion on nosology and physiopathology of the disease].
A seventeen year old boy presented with destructive arthropathy of the lower limbs and discovertebral spaces. Past history yielded recurrent episodes of indolent fractures and progressive knee and ankle deterioration. The patient denied any pain sensation in the past and at examination. Other neurological tests were normal. Beta-endorphin level was elevated in the CSF. Response to the cold pressor test was modified after injection of Naloxone. The nosology and physiopathology of congenital insensitivity to pain are discussed.